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All who think at all are certainly with Mrs. Pennell in an effort to improve 
the films, making them a channel for the expression of art; but constructive 
thinking is needed. It avails us little to condemn or tear down the structure 
that is, by reason of its forcefulness, a vital part of our people's life, if we do 
not build anything to take its place. Let us acknowledge its possibilities, 
and then, in such ways as are judged wise by our majority, direct the abilities 
of the generation toward raising these productions to a higher level until an 
increasing majority approaches the standard of "art". 

Mabgaeet Schuyler Sternbirgh. 

Seattle, Washington. 

NIRVANA VINDICATED 

Sir: 

Does the author of The Movies as Dope which appeared in the November 
Review realize the slur twice cast on Nirvana, which it is suggested can be 
easily achieved by the movie addict whose thinking powers are being "doped"? 

The religious devotee whether Hindu or Christian is never "seduced" into the 
state of Nirvana. He strives with all his spiritual might to return consciously 
back to the source from which he came forth — undifferentiated — a glorious goal, 
a tremendous expansion of consciousness, the exact opposite to annihilation. 

While appreciating all that is said about the machine made art, the usurper, 
I deeply regret the fact that many readers may swallow this fallacious pres- 
entation of Nirvana. 

Mona de 'Ftlippi. 

Berkeley, Cal. 

UNAMERICAN "AMERICANISMS" 

Sir: 

In his review of my book on American English, in your November issue 
(which book, by the way, is merely a development of an article under the same 
title in The North American Review for January, 1888), Mr. Archibald 
Marshall remarks that my taking for granted that it is ungrammatical to 
say "I have been to London" seems to "need elucidation". Considering the 
uniform purity of diction in Mr. Marshall's writings, so far as I have read the 
books of that distinguished novelist, it is surprising that he can require "eluci- 
dation" of the simple fact that you cannot be "to" a place — in good English. 
If the phrase quoted were correct, it would be correctfor the speaker to amplify 
it by adding: "I was to London last week, but now I am to home." Of 
course the proper preposition is "in" or "at". 

Gilbert M. Tucker. 

Albany, N.'Y. 



